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GROUP MEETINGS FOR 1921 



In accordance with the instructions of the Association, the 
Committee on Group Meetings presents herewith suggestions 
for group meetings to be held on the afternoon of the second 
day of the next meeting of the Association. 

It is suggested that the group meetings be limited to one 
hour and a half each, giving two sessions ; one from 2 :00 to 
3 :30 ; the other from 4 :00 to 5 :30. This will permit members 
to join two groups, and provide a half-hour's recess. Bach 
group will have a leader and a secretary. The topics are in- 
tended merely as suggestions. Final announcements will be 
made in the June issue of the Publications. The final choice 
of topics will be based upon the replies received by the Com- 
mittee before April fifteenth. 

The work of a group may be of any desired character. Some 
groups will doubtless wish to discuss topics related to a single 
subject or lying in a general field. Others will perhaps wish 
to make a survey of special fields. Still others will plan co- 
operative work on special topics. No topic is excluded that 
can serve as a basis of interested cooperation for any group of 
members. The whole object of the group plan is to give the 
fullest possible opportunity to members of the Association for 
the discussion of subjects in which they are seriously inter- 
ested. Obviously some groups will be organized for extremely 
technical work ; others for the discussion of general problems 
and principles. It is believed that- the nature of the work 
of certain groups will be such as to render necessary publi- 
cation of merely a brief summary of the work done and plans 
outlined. Other groups will probably produce papers which 
should be submitted to the Secretary of the Association for in- 
clusion in the Publications. 

To avoid misunderstanding, the Committee wishes to em- 
phasize — even at the risk of repetition: (1) that the topics 
are merely suggestive; (2) that the plan is, not to cover the 
field of modern language subjects or to choose topics on the 



basis of their cultural value, but simply and solely to organize 
groups on the basis of actual interest; (3) that the members 
themselves must decide what groups and topics they wish; and 
consequently (4) that the absence of any topic from the final 
list, or any apparent inequality in the distribution of groups, 
will be due, not to the Committee, but to the members them- 
selves. The success of the plan will depend upon the response 
made by the members to this notice. 



PROPOSED GROUP OF TOPICS 



Genebat, Topics 

1. Metrics. 

2. How may our knowledge of literary success be turned to ad- 
vantage in the study of the dealings of the imagination with 
its materials? 

3. Is it possible to devise objective methods of determining au- 
thorship on internal evidence? 

4. A study of the Creative Processes in Composition. 

5. Problems of General Esthetics. 

6. Poetic Theory at the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century. 

7. Problems of Teaching — Separate groups for each field of study 
(English, German, etc.). 



Comparative Litebatube 

1. Mediseval Romance. 

2. The influence of Latin Culture on Mediaeval Literary Move- 
ments. 

3. The Value of -Renaissance Critical Theories. 

4. English Influence in Germany in the Eighteenth Century. 

5. Interrelations of English and French Romanticism. 

6. The Popular Ballad. 

7. Development of Vernaculars and of Literary Types. 

8. Foundations of Romantic Criticism. 

9. Celtic Studies. 



Engiish 

1. Old English Language and Literature. 

2. The Delimitation of Middle English Dialects. 

3. The Present Status of Work on Chaucer. 

4. Shakspere and Other Dramatists of his Day. 

5. Plans for Work on Spenser and Milton. 

6. Philosophy and Literature in the Classical Period. 



7. Literary Tendencies in the Second Half of the Eighteenth 
Century. 

8. The Bibliography of English Fiction 1660-1800. 

9. Aims and Plans in the Study of Contemporary Literature. 



Germanic Languages and Literatures 

The German Section has recommended the following topics: 

1. A survey of the material available in American libraries for 
investigations in the field of Germanic languages and litera- 
tures. 

2. A study of German- American lyric poetry; the collection and 
publication of material. 

3. The preparation of a list of contributions by American scholars 
to the study of modern languages and literatures. 

Other topics that have been suggested are: 

4. German Literary Criticism. 

5. The Romantic Movement. 

6. Young Germany. 

7. The Drama of the Nineteenth Century. 

8. Heinrich von Kleist. 



Romance Languages and Literatures 

1. French Linguistics. 

2. French Mediaeval Literature. 

3. The Renaissance in Western Europe. 

4. XVII and XVIII Century French Literature. 

5. XIX Century French Literature. 

6. Old Spanish Language and Literature. 

7. Spanish Literature since the Renaissance. 

8. Italian. 

Each member who expects or hopes to attend the meeting 
of the Association is urged to inform the Chairman of the 
committee of the two or three topics in which he is most in- 
terested and to state what part he is willing to take in the 
work of these groups. The topics need not be among those sug- 
gested by the Committee. Groups will be organized for the 
discussion of any topic asked for by five or more members. 

John M. Manly, Chairman. 

UNIVERSITY OP CHICAGO. 



GROUP MEETINGS FOR 1921 



I 
The proposed topics for all the groups except those 
in the Germanic Languages and Literatures remain as 
printed in the June Publications, except that English 
Group 7 should read " Literary Tendencies in the Second 
Half of the 18th Century " ; Chairman, R. S. Crane, 
Northwestern University. 

II 
Gebmianic Language and Litebatube 
I. New Works on Goethe. Chairman, Professor E. H. Mensel, 
Smith College. 

II. Methods of Presenting German Literature of the Early Nine- 
teenth Century. Chairman, Professor Eobeet H. Fife, Co- 
lumbia University. 

III. German Literature after 1871. Chairman, Professor C. von 

Klenze, College of the City of New York. 

IV. Gerhardt Eauptmann; his place in Literature and in the Col- 

lege Class-room. (Chairman, Professor T. C. Campbeix, 
Randolph-Macon College. 

Members especially interested in any of these groups and wishing 
to take part in the discussion are requested to communicate with 
the group chairman. Suggestions for the organization of any further 
groups should be sent to Professor Mabian P. Whitney, Vassar 
College. 

John M. Mawlt. 

Univebsitt of Chicago. 



REDUCED RAILROAD RATES TO THE BALTIMORE 
MEETING 



The railroads have granted a special rate of fare and one-half for 
the round trip to members of the Association and their wives attend- 
ing the Baltimore meeting. This rate will apply from all points in 
the United States east of and including Chicago, Peoria, St. Louis, 
Cairo, Memphis, and New Orleans; also from points in Ontario on 
the lines of the Michigan Central, Pere Marquette, and Wabash 
Railroads. Members from territory further west may, however, take 
advantage of these rates By purchasing tickets to these points and 
re-purchasing from thence to Baltimore. Canadian members outside 
the limits of the territory indicated above should purchase tickets to 
the nearest point in the United States and re-purchase from thence 
to Baltimore. 

These reduced fares will be allowed on the Certificate Plan pro- 
vided that the following regulations are carefully observed. 

1. Full fare must be paid on the journey to Baltimore. 

2. A " Convention Certificate " must be obtained from the ticket 
agent at the starting point. A mere receipt for fare paid will not be 
accepted. Ask for a Certificate. In case such certificate can not be 
supplied at starting point, pay local fare to the nearest station at 
which it can be obtained. 

3. At Baltimore, the Certificate must be countersigned by the 
Secretary of the Association and validated by the joint agent of the 
railroads, who will be in attendance for the purpose. 

4. On presentation of a duly validated certificate to the ticket 
agent in Baltimore, a ticket for the return journey by the same route 
will be sold at half fare. 

5. 'Tickets for the journey to Baltimore will be sold Dec. 24-29 
(from points in the Central Passenger Association, Dec. 24-28) ; 
tickets for the return journey will be sold from Dec. 29 to Jan. 3. 

These reduced rates are granted on condition that the num- 
ber of Certificates presented for validation is not less than 
three hundred and fifty. The number who will attend the 
Baltimore meeting is certain to be considerably larger than 
this, but it is important that all persons attending the meeting 
secure Certificates even if they do not use them for the return 
journey, inasmuch as each Certificate presented counts toward 
making up the required number; and though the reduction in 
rates may be trifling for those living in the neighborhood of 
Baltimore, the saving will be considerable for those who 
travel several hundred miles. 



